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SOU Sustainability focused or sustainability inclusive multidisciplinary courses

SOU offers many courses related to sustainability across the majority of departments and academic programs.

Academic Department

Example of Sustainability Course Offering within Academic Department

Biology

Bl 382 — Biology and Society

Examines timely biological issues and their implications for human society. Students participate in and lead
discussions on controversial topics such as genetic engineering, the biological basis of sexual orientation and
race, biodiversity and threatened habitats, and biological warfare. Two 75-minute meetings per week and a
community-based learning component. In addition to traditional delivery, may be offered online.

Business

BA 411 — Sustainable Tourism

Introduces students to principles of sustainable tourism. Instruments for sustainable tourism development are
examined in case studies (international, national, regional and local). Methods and techniques that reconcile
the different interests are discussed and applied in various contexts: urban vs. rural areas, developed vs. less
economically developed countries. Students gain an understanding of their role as leaders in managing a
sustainable tourism business while addressing global sustainability issues such as poverty, climate change,
globalization/localization, and environmental degradation.

Chemistry & Physics

CH 101 - Environmental Chemistry

Examines the basic chemical principles as applied to areas of current interest and concern in the natural
environment and modern technology. Includes such topics as air and water pollution, toxic waste disposal, use
of pesticides and fertilizers, and energy production.



https://sou.edu/academics/biology/programs/biology-ba-bs/
https://sou.edu/academics/business/programs/
https://sou.edu/academics/chemistry/programs/chemistry-ba-bs/

PH 306 — Sustainability: Materials Technology and Design

Introduces basic properties of building materials (e.g., strength, heat transport), concepts of design (e.g., day-
lighting, passive solar), and technologies (e.g., photovoltaics, LED lighting). Analyzes life cycle, performance
characteristics, environmental impact, and sustainability of conventional and new approaches.

Communication, Media &

Cinema

Certificate in Environmental Communication

The Environmental Communication certificate provides a useful credential for students who seek careers in
community outreach, public information, journalism, strategic communication or public advocacy through the
filter of environmental science and sustainability. Students who complete the certificate’s requirements will
enhance their skills in content, strategy and institutional communication relevant to current practice for
environmentally grounded organizations and publishers, synthesized with social and scientific context via
Environmental Science, Sustainability, and other SOU programs.

Computer Science

CS 310 Information Technology: Legal and Ethical Issues

Inquires into the ethical and legal implications of the products, activities, and behaviors of digital technology
users, emphasizing U.S. laws and technology. Examines digital works, copyright laws, software, business
practice patents, and a few significant court cases that raise fundamental constitutional issues. Enables
students to understand the complex laws surrounding digital technology and to be able to form sound ethical
and legal positions in the digital world.

Creative Arts

Art 415 — Recology Ashland Artist Residency

The Recology Ashland and Southern Oregon University Artist-in-Residence Program is designed to promote
environmental awareness surrounding issues such as resource extraction, recycling, and waste stream
reduction by supporting SOU student artists. Students will gain access to materials dropped off at the Valley
View Transfer Station, have an on-site storage area for materials, and have access to the art studios at SOU to
create artwork. Students are selected to participate in this opportunity through an annual application process
reviewed by members of the SOU Art Faculty and the staff of Recology Ashland.

Criminology and Criminal
Justice

CCJ 373 Green Criminology

Introduces students to the issue of environmental crime and justice. Topics include: victims, offenders, and
offenses; theories explaining the causes of environmental crime; and a variety of considerations and concerns
in achieving environmental justice (such as gender, social stratification, segregation, discrimination &
environmental racism, and regulatory policies and practices).

Education

ED — 355 Teaching Native America

Provides an academic perspective on the development, the diversity, and the major challenges surrounding
historical and contemporary Native American education, and how they are intertwined with large-scale social
issues both inside and outside of Indigenous communities. This course examines the Essential Understandings
created by Senate Bill 13, and provides an overview of curriculum generated, as well as tools that teachers can
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use in their classrooms. The course examines political, ethnic, cultural, and legal standpoints from both within
and outside Indigenous communities.

Environmental Science,
Policy & Sustainability

ES 523 Sustainability and Natural Resources

Critically examines sustainability as it has been defined and debated globally and locally, applying the concept
to natural resources (e.g., forests and water), places (e.g., universities and communities), and decisions (e.g.,
governance and markets). Considers the interrelatedness of ecological, social, and economic systems and
various efforts to balance their needs through interdisciplinary research, public policies, market mechanisms,
global initiatives, and grassroots activism.

First year Seminar

USEM 103

Completes the sequenced three-term academic course in writing, speaking, critical thinking, and research.
Students demonstrate and apply knowledge of topic/content area through formal writing and speaking
opportunities; use appropriate rhetorical strategies to support an argumentative or position-based thesis;
extend analytical and reasoned argumentation to ethical, social, cultural, and/or global issues; demonstrate
capabilities of extensive writing and revision strategies; demonstrate control of standard academic English with
added fluency and style.

Gender, Sexuality, and
Women’s Studies

GSWS 330 — Race, Gender, Sexuality, and the Economy

Explores how race, gender, and sexuality affect economic outcomes in the US. Introduces game theory models
of the emergence and persistence of identities and social categories. Surveys quantitative research on how
systems of power create inequalities between social groups and how public policy can promote a more
equitable world. Topics include discrimination, LGBTQ economics, gender inequality, and racial stratification.

Health and Exercise
Science

HE 361 — Health Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

Examines issues of equity in public health including systems and structures related to poverty, racism, and
other forms of discrimination. Explores the unequal distribution of resources across dimensions of individual
and group identity. Emphasizes cultural competency for health professionals and need for understanding key
social justice issues relevant to health disparities in working with diverse populations. Adopts an applied focus
to implement solutions into professional practice. Learners reflect on their personal biases to broaden their
worldview and consider other perspectives.

History, Economics and
Politics

HST 393 — Oil, Politics, and the Environment

An advanced examination of the history, politics, and environmental effects of oil exploration, development,
and utilization. This course analyzes the politics of oil, both within specific countries and internationally; the
commodity’s social and economic significance; and the global environmental effects of oil use. It examines
contemporary global challenges associated with course themes in depth.

EC 315 Environmental Economics
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Applies economic analysis directly to environmental problems. Explores market failure, Pareto optimality,
externalities, consumer surplus, and market solutions. Introduces benefit-cost analysis and addresses local
problems.

PS 340 — Law, Science, and the Environment

Examines the capacity of the legal system to satisfactorily resolve environmental and other disputes that
require decision-makers to reach conclusions based on scientific evidence. Tracks a lawsuit or administrative
proceeding involving environmental issues from beginning to end, exploring the difficulties scientists, lawyers,
and juries face when trying to make sense of one another.

Language, Literature and
Philosophy

ENG 383A — Environmental Writing

Introduction to the interdisciplinary discipline of environmental communication and different ways of creating
and communicating knowledge. Rhetorical theory is used to investigate relationships among mass media,
science, and public policy.

PHL 379 — Environmental Philosophy

Examines the concept of “nature” from a historically and traditionally diverse variety of philosophical
perspectives. Interrogates familiar distinctions, such as nature/culture, matter/spirit, fact/value, and seeks to
clarify and unpack the ways in which these conceptual dichotomies have contributed to ongoing ecological
crises.

Music

MUS 203 —Jazz and Justice

Examines American jazz music and culture historically through the lens of racism, organized crime, capitalism,
and labor exploitation. Considers the extent to which such adverse experiences impacted the musicians and
their music. Influential musicians, their instruments, major bands, innovations and major works will be
presented. This course fulfills an elective requirement in the Ethnic and Racial Studies minor and the Music
minor.

Native American Studies

NAS 380 — Native American Ecological Knowledge

Introduces students to the concepts of Native American traditional ecological knowledge and its applications to
contemporary environmental policy issues such as site protection, land use planning, and natural resource
protection. Draws on theories of Native American environmental ethics and justice. Emphasizes intertribal and
inter-agency collaboration and alliance building.

Outdoor Adventure

OAL 362 Sustainability in Outdoor Programming

Leadership Explores the planning and management of adventure programming, emphasizing the connections among the
environment, culture and economy.
Psychology PSY 435 — Environmental Psychology
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Explores the theories, empirical research, and methodology of environmental psychology. Discusses
environmental perception; the effects of noise, temperature, air pollution, and wind on behavior; personal
space; territoriality; crowding; urban problems; leisure; recreation; and environmental activism.

Sociology &
Anthropology

SOAN 311 Sustainable Communities

Explores the complexities of community and sustainability. Focuses on concepts, theories, and case studies of
community, community change, sustainability, and development. Students will analyze cultural, political,
environmental, and economic influences on communities and how these influences shape possibilities for
sustainability in communities. Includes an overview of community-based action, advocacy, and social change.
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